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 Choosing a secondary school is a big decision for you
and your child

 We are lucky to have excellent schools in
Hammersmith and Fulham, but this means they are
very popular and not everyone can be allocated a place
in their first preference school

« Each school has different admissions criteria
decided by their school governors; information about
. how places will be allocated for each school is available
| nt rOd uctlon in the secondary school brochure, ‘Moving on Up’and
in the ‘Hints and Tips’booklet (all resources are
available online)

 htips://www.lbhf.gov.uk/children-and-young-
people/schools-and-colleges/school-
admissions/transferring-secondary-school

« Itis important that you visit schools and find out how
likely it is for your child to be offered a place at any
school you are interested in

D e School Admissions staff can be contacted for advice
/ » telephone: 020 8753 1085 ( Mon —Fri 9am -1pm)

I ‘ « or email school.admissions@Ibhf.gov.uk



https://www.lbhf.gov.uk/children-and-young-people/schools-and-colleges/school-admissions/transferring-secondary-school
mailto:school.admissions@lbhf.gov.uk

Some parents / carers
believe.......

| will get a place at

one of the schools |

have named on my
application form

My child has special
education needs
and will therefore
get a place at my

first choice of
school

My child has
medical/social
needs which means
| will automatically
get a place at the
school | choose

| will receive an
offer at my nearest ——
school

v

My child will get a
place with their
friends, we all put ——
the same schools
down

v

| have a better
chance of getting a
place at the school | ——
put highest on my
application form

v




How Places were allocated in LBHF Secondary
schools 2025/6, info on schools/ dates to visit

{ow places were offerec Transferring to

for each secondary secondary school Hints and Tips B
school in London Borough of 2026

H&F (PDF, 240.12KB) Hammersmith & Fulham

Booklet for Secondary
schools in LBHF

. Translate this w
Transferring to

Schools with vacancies or short Hints and Tips in
secondary school | waiting lists — further school diff t1 P . ( SCROLL DOWTI
London Borough of preference request Irrerent fanguages In PAGE TO THE BQ
{ammersmith & Fulham form (PDF, 138.29KB) LBHF. AND CHOOSE

LANGUAGE REQ|


https://www.lbhf.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2026-03/how-lbhf-school-places-were-offered-2026-amended.pdf
https://www.lbhf.gov.uk/children-and-young-people/schools-and-colleges/school-admissions/transferring-secondary-school
https://www.lbhf.gov.uk/children-and-young-people/schools-and-colleges/school-admissions/transferring-secondary-school
https://www.lbhf.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2026-03/schools-with-vacancies-or-short-waiting-lists-2026.pdf
https://www.lbhf.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2026-03/schools-with-vacancies-or-short-waiting-lists-2026.pdf

How Places were allocated in RBKC Secondary
schools 2025/6, info on schools/ dates to visit

How places were Starting secondar RBKC - Second

offered in RBKC/ school | Royal Admissions Bro
Westminster Schools in Borough of Kensington

2025/6 and Chelsea

Starting secondary
Hints and Tips Booklet school | Royal

2026 Borough of Kensington
and Chelsea



https://www.rbkc.gov.uk/sites/default/files/media/documents/How%20places%20were%20offered%20at%20bi-borough%20secondary%20schools%20-%202%20March%202026.pdf
https://www.rbkc.gov.uk/children-and-education/school-admissions/starting-secondary-school#:~:text=Brochure%20includes:%201
file:///C:/Users/samlo/Downloads/RBKC%20-%20Secondary%20Admissions%20Brochure%202026%20(2).pdf
file:///C:/Users/samlo/Downloads/Secondary%20transfer%202026%20-%20schools%20with%20potential%20availability%20(2).pdf
https://www.rbkc.gov.uk/children-and-education/school-admissions/starting-secondary-school#:~:text=Brochure%20includes:%201

Overview of

process —the
facts ....

Parents must apply for a secondary school place at
the start of their child’s time in Yezw

You have just 10 weeks to do this — from \
September 1stto October 315t-2026

You make your application to the borough where you live
and where you pay your Council Tax

You can apply for 6 different schools, including
schools in other boroughs — remember to use all
your choices!

All applications are treated equally — schools do not
know if you have put them 1st or 6t

You should choose the schools where you most want
your child to go

but make sure your choices are realistic!



Banding/aptitude tests and SIFs.....

If your child has aptitude in a
subject e.g. music / drama or
sports, you may also consider
applying to such schools that
specialise in these subjects.
Your child can take an aptitude
test at schools that offer the
specialism

Some schools expect your
child to sit a banding test — if
you apply to a school with a
banding test, your child must

attend and sit the test

Some schools ask parents to
complete an additional
‘Supplementary Information
form’ or ‘SIF’

Information about
banding/aptitude tests and
SIFs will be explained at school
open evenings or can be found
on individual school web sites
and in the ‘Moving on Up’
information on the council web
site.

When you apply online, you
will be notified if there is an
additional form to complete
(SIF) or if your child must sit a
banding test for a particular
school you have applied for:




Preparing for Aptitudes Tests!

Some secondary schools will offer aptitude places.
These are places Offered to your child because they

are particularly good in a subject or activity. ‘

Examples are, Sport, Drama, STEM, Languages, Art,

ITC and so on: ‘

To apply for an aptitude place, you must download the
online form from the school website, fill it in, and get it back
to them, by the second / third week in September 2026. ‘

Most aptitude tests take place in 1st-2nd week in
October 2026.

4

You will be informed in the last week of October 2026, if
your child was successful or not, in being considered for an
aptitude place.



Schools that offer Aptitude places in West London

Fulham Cross
Girls School
(Mandarin) LBHF

Grey coats COE Girls
(Languages, 15
places))
Westminster

\ 4

The grey coat
hospital school
language aptitude
test - Search

»

-

FULHAM CROSS
GIRLS' SCHOOL -
LANGUAGE
APTITUDE TEST

(Year 7
Admissions — The

St Marylebone
CE) School

Holland Park ( Art

and Design 28
places) RBKC

»

-

»

Fulham Boys
School (Sports
Aptitude, 15
places) LBHF

St Marylebone Girls
COE ( Drama, singing
and Dance)
Westminster

Sports Aptitude
Places: Applicants must apply
Sports Aptitude
Form by 7th October 2026 at the
latest. Each year, a maximum of
15 pupils may be awarded a
sports aptitude place.

The Cardinal Vaughan
Memorial School Entry

Criteria Music Aptitude
Tests for 2027 Admissions
— Helping you prepare for

the 2026 Music Aptitude
Tests

-

»

-

West London Free
School (Music 12
places) 2 Art

Scholarships LBHF

\ 4

West London Free
School - Music
Scholarships

\ 4

Cardinal Vaugh
Boys Catholic
School (Music 12
places) RBKC


https://sites.google.com/fulhamcross.net/fulham-cross-girls-school/admissions/language-aptitude-test
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc0p7aUMa60OTztisSnB0CuM39Rcd4tyYpFwYMF2Lx8P4RK-w/viewform?usp=send_form
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc0p7aUMa60OTztisSnB0CuM39Rcd4tyYpFwYMF2Lx8P4RK-w/viewform?usp=send_form
https://www.wlfs.org/Music-scholarships/
https://www.wlfs.org.uk/Art-Scholarships/
https://stmarylebone.school/admissions/year-7-admissions/
https://stmarylebone.school/admissions/year-7-admissions/
https://www.bing.com/search?q=The+grey+coat+hospital+school+language+aptitude+test&FORM=AWRE
https://www.hollandparkschool.co.uk/admissions/art-aptitude
https://kaa.org.uk/admissions/performing-creative-arts-aptitude-admissions/
https://musicaptitudetest.wordpress.com/2026/05/20/the-cardinal-vaughan-memorial-school-music-aptitude-tests/

Schools that offer Aptitude places in West London

Ashcroft
Technology College .
Wandsworth, 26
Places ICT



https://www.wandsworth.gov.uk/schools-and-admissions/admissions/secondary-school-admissions/specialist-aptitude-tests/
https://www.saintcecilias.london/admissions-year-7-music-scholarships

Banding Tests
(Verbal and Non-Verbal
reasoning are more a
demonstration of a
student’s cognitive skills
than of his/her acquired
knowledge)

None Verbal Reasoning Test
(Maths)

non-verbal reasoning focuses
on shapes, patterns and visual
logic.

Measures problem-solving
skills using visual clues like
shapes, patterns, sequences
and spatial awareness.

non-verbal reasoning evaluates
their ability to process visual
information, think abstractly and
spot connections.

Thes skills are required for
Maths, Sciences and
economics.

Multiple Choice

Tests can be bought online, at
waterstones, Foyles and WH
Smiths.

Verbal Reasoning Test
(English)

Verbal reasoning is about
words, language and logical
thinking with language.

Tests your child’s ability to work
with language. This might
include vocabulary, grammar
and problem-solving with
words and numbers. Verbal
reasoning often draws on skills
your child is already developing
through reading and writing in
KS2 English lessons.

Multiple choice

Finish the sentence, test
grammar, what tense is the
sentence in, put in missing
words and so on

Tests can be bought online, at
waterstones, Foyles and WH
Smiths.



Gathering information for the SIF Application.

Faith schools will Schools will require the
require you to produce child’s baptism

evidence of your faith certificate and church
and practice. they attend.

Catholic schools will
require a certificate of
g catholic practice, which
you will get from your
local priest

Some schools will
require the baptism
certificate of a
parents/carer as well

COE schools require a .
written statement from Some schools will

the priest about the write to the priest

family's commitment for this information
and attendance at themselves

church.




Gathering information for the SIF Application.

Both Catholic and COE
religions will look at the
family's attendance and
commitment, since the

child was seven years old.

The school will take
copies and stamp on the
copies; they have seen
the original documents

Ref Number of CAF
application on SIF form.

The schools will want
original documents
(no photocopies)

If there are any mitigating
circumstances around the
commitment to the faith,
then this is where you
would submit it, signed and
supported by a professional
person

Child’s Baptisum
certificate. Letter of
commitment to the
faith by the priest /

faith leader

Some very over sub
scribed schools may
ask for the baptism
certificate of one
parent.



Over-subscription criteria

Schools that are very popular will be oversubscribed al
They must all be clear on the way they allocate plat

Priority must be given to children with an Education,
Health and Care Plan (EHCP) and children who are/wze
Looked After by the local authority (LAC/PLAC)

Some schools give priority to siblings or the childre
of staff / governors at the school

Some schools will give priority based on
religious commitment such as a baptism
certificate and /or church attendance

Some schools will consider a child with a
medical or social need

Some schools will mention aptitude places

CeS

2re

n

Some schools will use distance as a criteria and others
will have a system of banding and take a set number of

children in each band



Some things to consider.....

 What is important to you in a school? It could be
good exam results, a preference for a small/big
school, a relatively easy/safe journey to school (even
in the winter months), after school opportunities,
facilities such as theatre’s, ICT suites, playing fields or
music opportunities. All these are things to consider.

* Young people who are secure and happy will learn
more — are the things that are important to you -
are they, the things that are important to your
child? — talk to them and involve them in their
choices

* Arrange to attend open evenings/days at any/all
schools you are considering, with your child (your
primary school will authorize your child’s absence
to do this during the transition period)




Some more things to

consider.....

 When you visit, ask questions to current
pupils (who may show you around) the
teaching staff and the head teacher, if
possible

« Ask about lessons, but also ask about
things like dinner times, bullying and
support for any pupils who may need it

* Ask about the extra curriculum activities
and the school clubs

* |tis useful to talk to friends and
neighbors, who may have experience of a
school you are considering, but remember
all children are different and schools can
change, so do not listen to idle gossip.

* - make your own mind up, based on your
research with your child



AN
- And More ...
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What is important

In all schools, is the

teaching and \
— |earning!!

Although modern facilities and buildings can be
impressive, schools that are less well equipped can
still be excellent and offer other important benefits




Doing the application

You.can submit
your secondary
school
application any
time after
September 1st-
"Moving on Up”
brochure will be
available, online
to help with your
choices but do
visit schools as
well

“Hints and Tips”
will have open days
/evenings dates and

the times that
schools will be open

to the public, to view.

It is easy to — check that your
apply online, home address is in

Hammersmith and
Fulham and apply
school.admissions@Ib

hf.gov.uk or you can
go direct to

www.eadmissions.
org.uk

Register to create
an account, follow
the instructions and
complete the online
application form —
your current school
can help if you
experience difficulties

https://www.Ibhf.qov.u

k/sites/default/files/se
ction attachments/20

21 eadmission appli
cation quidance.pdf



mailto:school.admissions@lbhf.gov.uk
http://www.eadmissions.org.uk/
http://www.eadmissions.org.uk/
https://www.lbhf.gov.uk/sites/default/files/section_attachments/2021_eadmission_application_guidance.pdf

And more on doing the
application .....

Applying online means you
can change your preferences
up until 11.59pm on October

31st— but remember to
resubmit your form once you
have made changes!

You will receive an
email informing you
that your outcome is

available online during
the evening March 1st

You can attach additional

documents online and you You can register your
will automatically receive mobile phone number
a confirmation email once to receive reminder
you submit your alerts
application
You will be able to But you can still get a
accept or decline an paper application form

from School Admissions if
you prefer -telephone:
020 8753 1085

offer of a school place
online

(Mon — Fri, or email

school.admissions

9am -1pm) @Ibhf.gov.uk



mailto:school.admissions@lbhf.gov.uk

What happens next...

Although school
admission staff in each
local authority are
responsible for
ensuring all their
resident applications
are processed, the
admissions process is
coordinated across
London

The Pan London
Admissions board
does not give an
application to a school
priority because a
parent has chosen a
particular school as
their first choice

Between the closing
date and the offer
date a lot of work goes
on to ensure
applications are
processed fairly and in
line with published
admissions criteria of
each school

The system takes into
consideration all the
schools you have
named on your form-
if your first choice is
not oversubscribed
you will be allocated
place there



..What happens next

If it is oversubscribed, the admissions criteria
for that school will be applied

Once the system has worked out which
schools on your form you qualify for, then
and only then the school admissions team
will look at your order of preference

You will then be offered your highest
preference choice that has a vacancy

You can accept a place and still be on the
waiting list for a higher preference school

If you do not accept any of the offers made,
you will need to let the School Admissions
team know what plans you are making to
educate your child



Summary and key dates

September 1st - secondary
application process opens -
read the ‘Moving on Up’
information and arrange to
attend open days at any school
you and your child are
interested in

October 31st- once you have
made your decisions,
complete the application form
(online if possible) and be
sure to submit it by October
3lst

March 29th — the waiting list
positions for schools held by
local admissions teams wiill
be available and further
offers will be made, as a
result of withdrawals from
others

March 1st- national offer day — all
applicants who have completed the
online application will receive email

notification of their offer on the
evening of March 3rd. For those
who have opted to submit a paper
application, offer letters will be sent
out by post, March 1st



Round Offer date Closing date

. Monday 1st Friday 12th March
Dates for March 2027 2027
fu rther Offe IS 5 Friday 19th Thursday 25th
March 2027 March 2027

in the

Friday 16th April Thursday

M 3 2027 22nd April 2027
rOCESSZ N Friday 30t April  Thursday 6" May

2027 2027

Friday 14th May Thursday
2027 20th May 2027




Summary and key dates (cont..)

01

Finally, every child who
wants a placein a
Hammersmith and
Fulham secondary school
will be made an offer — if
you are not happy with
the decision you can
appeal.

02

Appeals are
heard by
independent
panels between
May and July

03

If you have any questions,
you can contact your
current primary school or
School Admissions staff can
be contacted for advice-
telephone: 020 8753 1085
(Mon- Fri 9am — 1pm) or
email
school.admissions@Ibhf.

gov.uk



mailto:school.admissions@lbhf.gov.uk
mailto:school.admissions@lbhf.gov.uk
mailto:school.admissions@lbhf.gov.uk

Additional Information and websites.

Clare Market Paper 25 Secon
dary school admissions selecti
on_and banding Final 10 Apri
| 2025.pdf

Home | eAdmissions



https://researchonline.lse.ac.uk/id/eprint/127883/3/Clare_Market_Paper_25_Secondary_school_admissions_selection_and_banding_Final_10_April_2025.pdf
https://www.eadmissions.org.uk/
https://www.eadmissions.org.uk/

